Understanding Medicaid

Medicaid is a jointly Federal and state funded program that covers medical expenses for low income and low asset persons who are:

· aged (65+), blind, or disabled, 

· Illinois residents, and
· US citizens or qualified immigrants.
	Regular 
Medicaid *
	Income up to $903 monthly for 1  
($1214 for 2)

Assets up to $2000 for 1 ($3000 for 2)
	Full range of medical services with $1 to $3 co-pays for medical services and prescriptions

	Spenddown
Medicaid *
	Income over $903 for 1 (1214 for 2) or Assets over $2000 for 1 ($3000 for 2)
	Medical card only after monthly spenddown has been met;  $1 to $3 co-pays after the spenddown is met.


Limited income individuals with Medicare may also be eligible for help to pay Medicare expenses through the Medicare Savings Programs (MSP).  
	QMB

Qualified Medicare Beneficiary
	SLIB

Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary
	QI-1

Qualified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary

	This program is for someone who has Medicare Part A and has limited assets and income at or below 100% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). QMB pays the Medicare Part B premium and covers Medicare deductibles and coinsurance

2009 monthly income limits*:

· $903 Individual

· $1,214 Couple


	This program is for someone who has Medicare Part A & B and who has limited assets and income between 100% of the FPL and 120% of the FPL. The SLIB payment covers Part B monthly premiums.
2009 monthly income limits*:

· 1.083 Individual

· $1,457 Couple


	This program is for someone who has Medicare Part A & B and who has limited assets and income between 120% of the FPL and 135% of the FPL. The QI-1 payment covers Part B monthly premiums.

2009 monthly income limits*:

· $1,218 Individual

· $1,639 Couple



	2009 Asset Limit:

· $4000 Individual

· $6000 Couple

2010 Asset Limit

· $8100 Individual

· $12910 Couple


	2009 Asset Limit:

· $4000 Individual

· $6000 Couple

2010 Asset Limit

· $8100 Individual

· $12910 Couple


	2009 Asset Limit:

· $4000 Individual

· $6000 Couple

2010 Asset Limit

· $8100 Individual

· $12910 Couple




*a $25 income disregard is allowed to each person who has income plus earned income deductions (so you may be able to add $25 to the above figures and still quality the individual for the program)
File for Medicaid or MSP with your local DHS Family Community Resource Center.  Medical applications can be downloaded at www.hfs.illinois.gov/medicalforms/. The 2378H is for Medicaid with or without MSP. The 2378M is for applying for MSP only. They can be mailed to your local DHS office. Locate your DHS office at www.dhs.state.il.us
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