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there are over 1.45 million [Hinoisans 65 years of uge or older on Medicare and more than 240,000 Hlinoisans who wre under
65 and have a disability who are on Medicare; and

according 1o the U.S. Census Bureau, the number of lllinoisans 65 years of uge or older is estimated (o increase 1o more than
2.4 million by the vear 2030 und

elderly and disubled people who luck a social support network can be unaware of or overwhelmed by their Medicare benefiis
or may be unable 1o access and complete Medicare application procedures; and

the Senior Health Insurance Program (SHIP) was originated in 1988 by the lllinois Department of Insurunce in order to
educaie the citizens of lllinois abour Medicare benefiis and programs through community erganizations, senior citizen centers.
and the media; and

since its inception, more than 1,500 SHIP volunteers have contributed nearly 300,000 hours to assist over 307.000 clienss,
saving Hllinois " citizens more than $36.4 million in customer service costs. $35 million of which have been recorded in the pust
three years, and

more than 900 active SHIP volunteers are truly admirable citizens, comributing their time and talents in order to improve the
lives of Hlinois” Medicare beneficiaries; and

consistens with the Department of Insurance’s consumer education and protection priorities, SHIP volunicers visit eligible
Hlinots residents in every cowny, helping our seniors and disabled citizens work through the often confusing array of
Medicare insurance options:

THEREFORE. I. Put Quinn. Governor of the State of lllinois, do hereby procluim November 2-6, 2009 us SHIP WEEK in [llinois, and cncourage
the people of lllimois 10 recognize the important contributions of the SHIP volunteers who assist our elderly and disabled citizens.
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